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PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS
American Institute of Certified Public Accountants
Oregon Society of Certified Public Accountants

EDUCATION
Bachelor of Science, Business Administration: Accounting

University of Oregon, 1954 
Certified Public Accountant, Oregon

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT
Pioneer Courthouse Square, Board of Trustees
Portland Art Museum, Board of Trustees
Jewish Federation of Portland, Board Member & Past 

President
Oregon Jewish Community Center, Past President
Oregon Jewish Community Foundation, Past President

INTRO
Is it possible to have had a long, storied and successful 
career as a professional accountant, serving clients and 
industries from across the professional landscape, even 
while your name is on the masthead, and still maintain a 
sense of humor? Stan Geffen believes so. “It’s essential. 
I laugh at myself every day. You have to in this business. 
Otherwise, you run the risk of getting a big head.” The simple 
start of Stan’s career, dating back to the 1950s, was driven by 
the desire to ensure he could find work in the future. “I knew 
I could find a job in the accounting field, and the work itself 
came fairly easily. There was no calculus involved.” Stan also 
understands that the business is really about people. “Henry 
Blauer was one of my earliest mentors, back when the firm 
was Sussman and Blauer, and he remained my mentor 
throughout my career. He was an extremely bright guy, and 
he absolutely loved his clients. What I learned from him, and 
what anyone should pick up in the profession, is that clients 
are the key. That was our emphasis in the early days, and it’s 
still the essence of what the firm is today.”

As the firm changed shape over time, finally becoming 
Geffen Mesher, Stan appreciates how past efforts continue 
to pay dividends. “We went from being Blauer, Geffen and 
Mesher to merging with Laventhol and Horwath, and finally 
breaking away and becoming Geffen Mesher. Each step 
provided new opportunities to learn and grow. Over time, as 
we’ve discovered what it takes to run a successful business, 
our clients are the ones who are truly better off for it.”

INDUSTRY EXPERIENCE
Real Estate
Professional Services
Manufacturing, Distribution & Technology

SPECIALIZATIONS
Financial Planning
Income & Estate Tax Planning
Real Estate Development (Investment & Management)
Business Acquisition & Sale Consultation
Litigation Support, including Expert Witness Testimony
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